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Introduction 
 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (Incorporation) (Scotland) 
Bill was introduced by John Swinney MSP to the Scottish Parliament on 1 September 
2020. 
 
The Committee ran two calls for views. One, seeking the views of children’s 
organisations, academics and organisations in the public and third sector, ran from 7 
September to 16 October 2020. A summary of responses to that call for views has 
been published. 
 
The second call for views, seeking the views and thoughts of children and young 
people – who are at the centre of the Bill – was launched on 9 October and ran until 
20 November 2020.  
 
The Committee received over 50 responses from and on behalf of children and young 
people, using creative writing, drawings and stop-motion videos. This document 
summarises those responses. 
 
Support for the Bill 
 
Children and young people were asked if they thought the Bill will make it easier for 
them to ensure their rights are respected. The responses were very positive. 
 
Fern said— 
 

“I think that if the Bill becomes a law it will make so many vulnerable and poor 
children and families feel much more protected for those children who don't 
have a home and or family either from poverty or war feel so much safer and 
for the older children who may have broke the law it will give them comfort they 
can not be treated unfairly by the Scottish law.” 
 

Another respondent said— 
 

“yes i think the bill will make it easier for children to feel like they [have] more 
power and are able to do something if they feel unrespected or abused.” 
 

Members of the Children’s Parliament said— 
 

“This would be one of the biggest game-changers for thousands of children 
living across Scotland. […] This would change adults’ view on children. This 
would change schools and how they teach, who they talk to and how they work. 
This would change the government, how they looked at new laws with children, 
and the protection of children. This would change the whole of Scotland. This 
would change everything, the A to Z…This would change everything we know 
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about a child. This would be the biggest game-changer that has happened in 
most of the world. If we were to look at a world map and looked at how well 
every country is doing, this would make [Scotland’s] numbers sky-rocket, to the 
moon and beyond.” 
 

Some responses noted how children and young people may still need support from 
adults, and highlighted the importance of making sure everyone is aware of the rights. 
 
North Ayrshire Council Youth Work Modern Apprentices, for example, said— 
 

“The bill is a good start and offers a buffer for young people but we cant 
imagine a young person approaching a judge. There maybe needs to be a 
robust and confidential reporting process of concerns.  
 
Not a proactive approach more retrospective, putting a plaster on the problem 
instead of fixing or solving it.  
 
More emphasis on announcements when new laws created, needs to be 
spread wider.” 
 

Another respondent said— 
 

“I think it sets out a clear process for a child to complain if they feel their rights 
have not been respected, however i do think the process still requires the 
input of the adult especially for younger children, which requires all adults 
working with children to be working on the same page with the updated bill 
and guidance and expectations.” 

 
Groups of children and young people who might need more help than others to 
ensure their rights are respected 
 
As children and young people have different experiences and backgrounds they were 
asked to identify groups who might need more help than others to access their rights 
and to ensure their rights are respected. Their responses generated an extensive list— 
 

• Care experienced children 

• Children with disabilities (physical or mental) 

• Children with additional support needs 

• Children from lower income families 

• Young carers 

• Refugees and asylum seekers (New Scots) 

• Children who don’t have English as their first language 

• Socially isolated young people 

• Young people with adverse childhood experiences 

• Young parents 

• Children and young people from minority ethnic groups 

• Children who might be in trouble with the police 

• Children who don’t have the opportunity to go to school 

• Young people part of the LGBTQ community 



• Children without access to the internet or devices 
 
Laws not respecting UNCRC – court powers 
 
Children and young people were asked for their views on the idea that the courts could 
cancel a law if it didn’t respect the UNCRC. 
 
One young person said they thought it would be “brilliant as it would make sure that 
every decision is being made for the child”. 
 
Pupils at Braidbar Primary School had “overwhelming positive thoughts” about this. 
They said— 
 

“Definitely should be able to cancel a law. We think this is a good idea because 
everyone should have their rights respected. Keep things really fair.” 

 
And the Children’s Parliament thought that “children should be asked their opinions on 
matters that affect them but, in some cases, it should be the responsibility of adults to 
make decisions” and added that “even if children are not directly involved in decisions, 
children’s rights should always be respected.” 
 
Scottish Ministers and public authorities demonstrating what they have done to 
ensure children’s rights are respected. 
 
Children and young people were asked what they think Scottish Ministers and public 
authorities (eg local councils, health boards, police) should do to make sure children’s 
voices are heard. Suggestions included— 
 

“setting up more pupil councils to inform the police on what could be better and 
how to improve it.” 
 
“They should have large conferences where a lot [of] children share their 
views with the adults.” 
 
“They should have a meeting or a talk with kids and see what they need 
done.” 
 
“They should get buildings where the kids/young people can go and right 
down their thoughts then the goverment can read it then if it says at the 
bottom of the card you can share with public you can if it says you cant you 
cant” 
 
“give them a platform that they can speak about they’re opinions and thoughts 
on the bill and what changes they would make to it if they had the choice. this 
will allow more voices and opinions to be heard and more feedback.” 

 
Children and young people supported by Barnardo’s Scotland services said that the 
Scottish Government and public authorities should— 
 



“Be more open about sharing the information in a way that young people can 
and will access and understand their rights through social media apps and 
young people’s television programmes that they are interested in.” 

 
Dr Tracy Kirk engaged with four groups of young people. She reported concerns from 
those young people around engagement and communication by local authorities— 
 

“One of the recurring themes in all the groups was the need for local authorities 
to engage with children and young people to ensure they were fully aware of 
COVID-19 and changes to the SQA processes for 2020. Groups 1, 2 and 4 
stated that they often felt that the Scottish Government referred to the 
responsibilities of local authorities when discussing key issues relating to 
schools or exams but that they then did not hear anything from their local 
authorities.” 
 

Raising awareness and education 
 
Children and young people offered a wide range of interesting and innovative 
suggestions on how everyone can learn about the UNCRC and how to respect 
children’s rights. 
 
Adults 
 
Suggestions for helping to inform adults included— 
 

“Adults such as parents need to understand and know children's rights in order 
to protect their children and support their children to understand their rights. I 
think families / parents / carers in some of Scotlands deprived areas would 
benefit from learning about their child's rights alongside their children - this can 
be incorporated in school and family learning events.  
 
Educators involved with children need to support each other and have a clear 
understanding of children and young people's rights to work collaboratively to 
respect them and embed them as part of the Education System.” 
 

Melody said “adults will need to be trained and up skilled in the law and understand 
the information about the new laws. The adults will have to be very aware about all of 
young people’s rights and understand how to respect them”. 
 
Amina, from Eastwood High School Rights Respecting Committee, said— 
 

“For an adult to respect a young person's rights, they need to know what those 
rights are. The same goes for the young person- if they aren't aware of their 
rights, they can't know when they are being violated. We need to create an 
awareness among our community so that this information can become common 
knowledge; posters, leaflets and social events could be a start.” 

 
And Sophie suggested another way to help inform parents— 
 



“maybe the way that adults could find out about the UNCRC is they could hang 
posters up in tiny supermarkets like Tesco for example, so that when parents 
go to the shops they will walk in and see some of the posters about the 
UNCRC.” 
 

P7 pupils at St John’s Primary School in Hamilton said— 
 

“We think adults need lots of support in helping them learn about our rights. We 
think an app would be a good way of helping teach adults about our rights. The 
app could have an Article of the month and offer parents ways to help their 
children get their rights. Every week they could be sent notifications about 
questionnaires, quizzes and videos to help them learn about UNCRC.” 

 
Children 
 
When asked how they would like to learn about their rights, children and young people 
said they would like this to be done in school or other groups, and in a visual and 
interactive way. 
 
One young person said— 
 

“I think through our schools is a great way to do it but it is best if it is done in 
an interactive and visual way so it engages the largest number of young 
people possible and will therefore hopefully achieve a greater action. Social 
media is also an effective way to learn in some situations when the 
information is coming from a credible source so this would be another good 
way to learn about our rights.” 
 

Pupils at Braidbar Primary School explained how they enjoyed learning about their 
rights— 
 

“We learn about our rights in class using our charter with the Wellbeing 
Buddies. Our favourites are Safe Stella, Respected Rhiya, Healthy Henry and 
Included Isabella. We made a video about these important buddies and shared 
this with our families.” 
 

Amina, Eastwood High School Rights Respecting Committee, suggested that having 
displays on classroom walls, or having a class charter would help young people learn 
about their rights. 
 
Ava designed a multi-platform game where children can earn points for each right they 
collect. 
 
Children and adults 
 
P7 pupils at St Louise Primary in East Kilbride designed mascots to spread the news 
of UNCRC and the new law. Aiden-James, Aaron and Sean designed an owl mascot— 
 

“Owls are famous for seeing in the dark and we think that children will be able 
to see more of their rights more clearly. We would like to see this mascot at 



football matches so that they get the maximum amount of attention from 
children and adults.” 
 

Cayden and Euan designed a playground which “everyone even people with different 
disabilities can access and this would have to be done more if the bill became Scottish 
law and we think it should”. 
 
And Aidan, James-Duncan and Elise said— 
 

When the bill becomes law it will be important to tell everyone otherwise what 
is the point. We created a UNCRC carnival like the shows and it will travel 
around Scotland to tell adults and children about the new law.” 

 
 


